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1 Aims and objectives

1.1 Music is a unique way of communicating that can inspire and motivate children. It is a vehicle for personal expression, and it can play an important part in the personal development of people. Music reflects the culture and society we live in, and so the teaching and learning of music enables children to better understand the world they live in.

Music is a creative and enjoyable subject at Ropery Walk Primary School where children are encouraged to have fun. We provide opportunities for all children to listen, sing, create, compose, improvise and perform music. Children are taught to appreciate a wide variety of musical forms, and to begin to make judgements about the quality of music.

1.2 The aims of music teaching are to enable children to:
· know and understand how sounds are made and then organised into musical structures;
· know how music is made through a variety of instruments;
· know how music is composed and written down;
· know how music is influenced by the time, place and purpose for which it was written;
· develop the interrelated skills of performing, composing, improvising to and appreciating music.

2 Teaching and learning style

2.1 At Ropery Walk Primary School we make music an enjoyable learning experience. We encourage children to participate in a variety of musical experiences through which we aim to build up the confidence of all children. Our teaching focuses on developing and building upon skills taught in EYFS through to Year 6 with a coherent and steady approach throughout the school. The school’s music LTP highlights the knowledge, skills and progression for every year group. We teach children how to work with others to make music and how individuals can collaborate to make sounds. 

2.2 We recognise that there are children of widely different musical abilities in all classes. At Ropery Walk, we have an inclusive approach where all children are encouraged to take part and enjoy music lessons regardless of ability or special educational needs. At our school we teach music to all children, whatever their ability. Music forms part of the school curriculum policy to provide a broad and balanced education to all children. Through our music teaching we provide learning opportunities that enable all pupils to make progress. We do this by setting suitable learning challenges and responding to each child’s different needs. Assessment against the National Curriculum allows us to consider each child’s attainment and progress against expected levels.

We achieve this in a variety of ways by:
· setting common tasks which are open-ended and can have a variety of responses;
· having the same lesson structure throughout the school where all children know what is expected of them;
· providing resources and musical instruments of different complexity;
· using additional adults to support the work of individual children who may require extra support.

3. Music curriculum planning

3.1 Our school uses Charanga to teach music including EYFS. The planned progression built into the scheme of work means that the children are increasingly challenged as they move through the school.

3.2 Throughout Year 4, 5 and 6, children are taught brass by a specialist music teacher organised by Durham Music Service. During the program, all pupils will develop musical skills through learning either the cornet, trumpet or baritone. They will learn and read notes, how to read basic rhythmic and pitch notation, develop their vocal skills, perform songs with accompaniment on their instruments, copy rhythmic and melodic phrases and improvise on their instrument. They will also develop many other skills, such as working in a team and becoming independent learners, while gaining confidence and enjoyment through making music together. They will have the opportunity to share their success with performances during the school year for parents and friends. 

3.3 We carry out the curriculum planning in music in three phases (long-term, medium-term and short-term). The long-term plan maps the music topics studied in each term during the key stage. Through this programme of study, we teach the knowledge, skills and understanding set out in the National Curriculum. Each year group has 6 units of work to complete over the course of the year. Children learn a new song or nursery rhyme (EYFS) half termly. Over the course of the full academic year, children will have had the opportunity to learn more than 6 different songs as well as develop their interrelated music skills through each song.

4. Additional music teaching

4.1 Children are offered the opportunity to study a musical instrument with peripatetic teachers. Peripatetic music teaching is organised by the Local Education Authority’s Music Service and this school has chosen to participate in the programme. Parents who want their children to participate in the scheme must purchase or hire the instrument and if required, must pay the additional music lesson fees on a termly basis. These lessons are normally taught to small groups of children who have chosen to learn one of a variety of instruments, such as the guitar, or the violin. This is in addition to the normal music teaching of the school, and usually takes place during normal lessons from which children are withdrawn for the duration of the instrumental lesson.

5. The contribution of music to teaching in other curriculum areas

5.1 English
Music contributes to the teaching of English in our school by promoting the skills of reading, writing, speaking and listening. Children develop their language skills through singing songs. Through music composition, writing skills can be encouraged. Music is used as a stimulus for discussion and by working with others in a musical setting; children develop their ability to communicate ideas effectively.
5.2 Mathematics
Music contributes to the teaching of mathematics in that those children who study the structure of music are observing patterns and processes.

5.3 Information and communication technology (ICT)
ICT is used in music where appropriate.

5.4 Personal, social and health education (PSHE)
Music contributes significantly to the teaching of personal, social and health education. Through the common goal of making music, children learn to work effectively with other people and form relationships. Music is the basis of many social activities (class assemblies, Christmas performances) and has an important role to play in the personal development of many young people.

5.5 Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development
We encourage children to reflect on the important effect that music has on people’s moods, senses and quality of life. Children at Ropery Walk Primary School encounter music from many cultures and, through their growing knowledge and understanding of the music, they develop positive attitudes towards other cultures and societies.

6. Assessment and recording
6.1 We assess the children’s work in music through observations, annotated lesson plans and recordings which are uploaded onto the school’s 365 portal. The progress made by children is assessed against the learning objectives for that lesson. At the end of a unit of work, we make a judgement based against the National Curriculum levels of attainment. We use this information as the basis for assessing progress. This is passed onto to their next class teacher at the end of the accademic year.

7. Resources
7.1 Within the school there are resources available for teaching music at Foundation Stage, and across both key stages. These resources are kept in a central store.

8. Monitoring and review
8.1 The music subject leader is responsible for monitoring the standard of children’s work and for the quality of teaching in music. Areas of strength and weakness are identified and reported to the Head teacher and staff. The work of the subject leader also involves supporting colleagues in the teaching of music, being informed about current developments in the subject and providing a strategic lead and direction for the subject in the school. The music subject leader is responsible for giving the headteacher an annual summary report in which s/he evaluates the strengths and weaknesses in the subject and indicates areas for further improvement. The music subject leader is allocated time for the monitoring of their subject.

9. Safeguarding
9.1 At Ropery Walk Primary School, we are committed to safeguarding all members of our school community. Safeguarding is a key focus throughout the school, which is reflected in both policy and practice. Our aim is to provide a safe, secure and supportive environment in which all members of the school community will achieve their full potential. We strive to achieve our aim through modelling appropriate behaviour, educating all on safeguarding and dedicating time to learning about keeping safe.

10. Rights Respecting Schools Award

10.1 Ropery Walk Primary School is committed to promoting children’s rights and developing respectful relationships between all members of the school community.
