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Dear Parents,

Wow!! What a week!! There has been so much going on!! We began our week with our Y6 children representing
our school at the St John’s Church Remembrance Day service while those of us left behind at school
commemorated the event with an assemble which incorporated staff and children observing a 2 minute silence.
As a school we raised £266.06 for the Royal British Legion’s Poppy Appeal, which is incredible! Thank you for
your support!

Anti-bullying Week

It’s been a brilliant week for Anti-Bullying Week! School Councillors
presented an assembly introducing this year’s theme — choose respect. We
were so pleased that it was the same as one of our school values. Children
have been taking part in live lessons in KS2 and making respect pledge cards
in KS1. As well as this, the poster competition has been a huge success with
lots of entries from across the school. It was a very difficult decision to only
choose four winners!

The winners for the anti-bullying week poster
competition are:
Y1- Mila

Y2 - Joshua

LKS2 — Myah
UKS2 —Ivan

LOOKS
o

Well done for your hard work!
Here are some wonderful poems from our Chairperson (Harriet):

I'll be here for you

We don't bully in our school

Everyone is kind no matter what you look like we really don't mind.

Everyone is different and that makes us great!

But we all agree on one thing. There is no room for hate!

We try to help each other. In everything we do. And value thoughts and feelings.
There is no place here for bullies.

Just friends both old and new.

With one short message

I’ll be there for you



Let kindness guide you

In a world with shadows dark

We need a change let's turn the tide.
Anti bullying is what | say

To make a world where kids can play.
Speak up Friends let your voice sing
Bring courage break the chain of fear.
Don't just stand there, bystander friend your words can change how bullies end
And you up stander be strong and true
Empathy’s power is in you

Stand tall against the meanie crew
Let's kindness guide in all you do
Together we'll make a path so clear,
Where kindness conguers,

HAVE NO FEAR

Staying Safe Online

Can we also remind parents of the need to be vigilant around children’s use of social media. The minimum age
to use WhatsApp, Snapchat and Instagram is 13 so if your child is already accessing these platforms, you need
to be monitoring this closely. In today’s digital age, we all leave a footprint, whether it’s social media posts or
photos we’ve been tagged in. Talk to your child about how this footprint can show them positively or negatively
and encourage them to come up with their own real-life examples. Conversations like this empower them to
think twice before posting and can also help them be more kind and respectful online.

Children in Need
Children in Need support children in the communities where you live. They fund amazing people in family

centres, community spaces, youth clubs and refuges; homeless shelters, hospices and helplines.

|8 sl 2T &= Today, we have been fundraising for this

A wonderful charity. We have been enjoying
wearing non-uniform, getting our faces
painted, designing Pudsey eye patches and
having a go at the penalty shootout

against the school football team!

We have raised... £361.50!!! Again, thank you so much for your support!




General Safeguarding

Supporting our families to help ensure that everyone is kept safe is something we take
, \ very seriously but we also recognise is something that we need to work on together. With
this in mind, we would like to remind you of the many services available to help with the
prevention of abuse and other avenues of potential support so that we can help
safeguard families in our community:

Help for families - your virtual hub
harbour - working for safer communities
Claire's Law

Recognising our Strengths

It is always wonderful to get recognition of the amazing attitudes and behaviours shown by our children and
staff and it has come in several guises this week! Last week, our children accessed ‘Hoopstars’ through our
Schools Sport Partnership. Everyone had a lovely time and this week, we received a delightful email from the
event lead:

Hi Mr Brown,

| wanted to say another huge thank you for inviting me back to your school, | always look

forward to my visits. Your children are always an absolute pleasure to teach, their listening

skills are brilliant, their manners, impeccable and their willingness to keep trying and not

give up is a joy. Please thank them all again for me and to all of the staff who always make

me feel so welcome.

Hopefully the same time next year

Then as you will be aware, we had Ofsted in at the beginning of the week. It was a really positive experience
where both children and staff were able to show off the fabulous work being carried out here in school.
Comments were made about how polite, respectful and focused our children are and in her closing remarks,
she thanked us for the warm welcome she received from everyone here at Ropery Walk Primary
School. Hopefully, we will have the full report to share with you before Christmas.

Girls football
The girls entered a tournament with 18 teams. They were split into 4
groups. We were placed in a group with 5 teams meaning we had 4 games
to play. The girls were unbelievable considering it was the first time many of
them had played a match before. They drew 2 games 1-1 and 0-0 and won
the other 2 games 1-0 and 3-0. This meant we finished our group unbeaten,
only conceding 1 goal. Unfortunately, this placed us 2nd meaning we didn't
progress to the semi-finals. They played
brilliantly and made us all very proud.

Oliver Twist

As if the week wasn’t action packed enough, we ended it with watching a
production of Oliver Twist by Arty-fact Theatre Co Ltd. The children thoroughly
enjoyed it!

Happy Weekend All!!


https://www.durham.gov.uk/helpforfamilies
https://www.myharbour.org.uk/
https://durham.gov.uk/article/31181/Domestic-Violence-Disclosure-Scheme-Clare-s-Law

